Information Texts:

Musical Instruments




Features of a Non-Fiction Text




Let’s explore the features used:

Drums Headings can be used at the beginning of the
2 w From the eardiest times drums have been associated with text to tell us What the main topic 'iS.

magic and rital, pounded i battles and parades or used to

send messages over long distances. A drum beat provides the
pulse that drives the music forwards in a Native American
ceremontal dance or an explosive rock and roll song, In

— Sub-headings are used to highlight the themes explored in the overall topic. For
In & western orchestra all the example our information text was about ‘drums’ overall but it then went on to

percussion instruments are located at

the rear. They includs timpani,  side | give information about specific drums, so ‘table drums’ could be a sub-heading.

The twirling drum is
a small drum on a

stick. When the Information boxes help the information about something specific be clear

drum is spum around,
e and standout from the rest of the text.
h=ad

lllustrations allow the reader to get a clearer picture of what the
writer is describing and what it looks like.




o be carefully tuned to
as the _l:lp.mcsc suIwmi,

the right ‘

D ",'
podded ends
i

Diagrams are similar to

illustrations as they show the
reader a picture of what they
are reading about, however
diagrams use labels to explain
further.

Labels tell the reader the name of parts of the
diagram and can have a brief explanation. Often
arrows or lines are also used to pinpoint the exact
part.



Generalisers

sometimes all Generalisers are often used within reports and
information texts. They are used when talking
rEnaly never generullg about something. For example; Task 1: read the
usually rarely , Viking settlers were not text again on the
on the the/a vast blnodthlrstg warriors. Only ority of Vikings
whole majority  came to fight and pillage. next page and
most of the once in a make a l]St Of all

time while the generalisers
:—. E;ly :w:“” you can find. Two
have been
in general in the m:n h]ghl]ghted to help
most presuma
the/a in most H Can you spot the generalising words and e gt started.
minority cases phrases here? Whereabouts in the sentences

many as a rule have they been used?




Drums: The Kingfisher Book of Music pp.64-65

INSTRUMENTS

’ Drums

SR

A frame drum beats
out the rhythm for
this Native
American Buffalo
dance, which was
painted in the
1800’s. JiBBH frame
drums are made of
thin wood and skin
and are light
enough to be held
in one hand.

Percussion
| In a western orchestra all the
| =] percussion instruments are located at
the rear. They include timpani, a side
drum and a bass drum.

[

From the earliest times drums have been associated with
magic and ritual, pounded in battles and parades or used to

send messages over long distances. A drum beat provides the l

. A e Fha ic forwards in a Native American .
pulse that drives the music forwards in a Native A The tsuzumi drum from Japan

ceremonial dance or an explosive rock and roll song. In is a small hand-held drum. A
Western orchestras drums often bring a symphony to a silk cord secures the skins at
dramatic and thunderous climax, e;}ther e:hd. T_f;ehpla}/et:] c;iin
: BReTRg r x s o change the pitch of the drum
any drums have a skin stretched tghtly across a frame. N
r Many di ums have a skin stretc » g yac : by sreezing the cord to
When the skin is struck by a beater or a hand, its vibrations tighten the skin.

fve O » sound. Some instruments such as the £ |
give out the sound LB '

cettledrums, or timpani, have to be carefully tuned to padded
ket e E i i 8 p od Drum head made of
the correct pitch. Others, such as the Japanese tsuzumi, A ohostic or colfdldo
have to be struck with exactly the right ? ‘AL ? /
L A2
force. And a good sense of .
rhythm is always vital. \ ) skt ks

tension rod with drum head

T~ Supporting
Tension rod strut
" Bowl made
Tuning gouge =~
indicates pitch -
Rk of drum heod
The Indian tabla is made up of two
drums, each tuned to a different
pitch . The player strikes the drum g o
heads with the fingers of both Fm‘:‘dg“d’"m i
hands. M it

A modern western orchestra [l has
two or three kettledrums, or timpani.

INSTRUMENTS

The twirling drum is
a small drum on a
stick. When the
drum is spun around,
two balls rattle
against the drum

The Timpanist can change the pitch of
the instrument by moving the foot pedal
up and down. The pedal is attached to
tension rods, which can tighten or
loosen the drum head.

ATTACHING THE DRUM HEAD

In some drums the stretched
skin, or drum head, is laced
to a second skin at the other
end of the frame.

In many drums, a metal
hoop, tightened around the
top of the instrument, holds
the drum head in place.

Sometimes the drum head is
secured by gluing it to the
frame. It can also be nailed
or pegged in place.

British Musician,
Evelyn Glennie, born
1965, is famous for
her solo
performances on a
wide range of
percussion
instruments. She is
deaf, but feels the
vibrations of the
music through her
sense of touch!




Technical Vocabulary




Task 3: Complete the comprehension (refer
back to the text).

Reading Comprehension: Drums

Read the text carefully and
answer these questions in full

I Dot
sentences! _,'_h_».j,(___%ﬂ .

1) Name three ways in which drums have been used in different cultures
and times.

Write out the questions and
answer in full sentences. Check
your punctuation!

2) What word in the first paragraph is a synonym for ‘ending’?

3) Why do timpani drums need to be tuned?

4) What is the bowl of a kettledrum made of?

5) How is the tabla played?

6) How does the deaf percussionist, Evelyn Glennie, play the drums?

Write one interesting fact that you found from your reading!
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